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1. [bookmark: _Hlk519590321]Activity Data Caveats and Limitations

Ensure when opening CSV files they are imported with the columns in the correct format; see data dictionary for data type information.

The ‘forward look‘/proposed activity data represents estimated, planned information regarding the activities. The primary purpose for collecting proposed activity data is to create a list of planned activities and their expected end dates. End dates are used to set deadlines for the submission of backward look data (via a close-out report), a set number of weeks after the expected end date. This will ensure the Marine Noise Registry (MNR) receives close-out reports for all, known, completed activities in a timely manner. Proposed data is also used as a quality check for the close-out report.

· The input of draft and proposed activity data to the MNR may occur at any point before, during or after the activity takes place. Due to variations in how proposed activity data are submitted to the MNR by different regulators, it is possible that some proposed activities may not be included within the MNR until during or after an activity has already taken place. It is therefore important to note that ‘proposed activities’ data within the MNR is likely to be incomplete. 

· If an activity was consented pre-2016, the licence will not have included a condition to input data to the MNR (e.g. windfarms and long-term projects). JNCC attempts to collect this data on a voluntary basis from developers.

· Proposed activities might never happen. It is possible that an application is submitted to the regulator, the proposed activity data is input to the MNR but the activity is not carried out for reasons not recorded within the MNR. 

· All data is subject to change at any point until the status of the application is closed. This could include any information on the sound source, the days in which the activity took place, where the activity took place, etc. 

· Proposed activities’ start and end date represent the interval the activity is planned to occur and not the total duration which is often shorter. For example, seismic surveys can apply for a 6-month licence to cover the period when the activity will occur, however, the survey itself may only require 1 or 2 days for completion. The start / end date interval also accounts for contingency time, for example, weather down time and equipment availability. Therefore, the proposed application time period often overestimates the number of days the activity is planned to occur on and only the closed data accurately represents the activity duration. 

· The most up to date information on proposed activity is available from the corresponding regulators. Data input and updates made to the MNR are not immediate and in some circumstances may take some time between an application being submitted to the regulator (or updated) and data input to the MNR. 

· Potential missing activity data. The voluntary and non-licensed nature of submissions to the MNR from some activities results in information from some noise events not being recorded. These are thought to represent a small proportion of noise events in UK seas. Missing data may include: 
· All classified MoD active sonar, active sonar check, and explosive data. The MoD is not obliged to submit data to the MNR but submits unclassified close-out data on a voluntary basis. 
· Active sonar use by non-UK military in UK seas. 
· Non-licensable geophysical surveys (non-oil and gas surveys e.g. some pre-installation surveys for offshore renewables).
· Some small-scale impact pile driving events where there is currently no licensing condition to submit data to the MNR e.g. conducted by the oil and gas industry, and coastal pile driving events categorised as band 1 or 2 by the MMO (voluntarily submitted). 
· Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs) used at fish farms (not currently licensed). 
· ADDs used as mitigation for example for pile driving activities, as these are voluntarily input[footnoteRef:1] to the MNR. However, where ADDs are used in mitigation for other impulsive noise generating activities such as explosive detonation and impact pile driving, inclusion of ADDs is unlikely to affect the pulse block days calculated[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Unless otherwise stipulated in licence conditions]  [2:  If two or more noise events were to be carried out on the same day in the same oil and gas block the calculated pulse block day value would equal 1.] 

· Late completion or entries to the MNR, e.g. a close-out report was not completed in time for publication of this data.  

Known yearly close-out data specific caveats:

· 2020:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]No input specific caveats for 2020 close-out data.
· 2019:
· No input specific caveats for 2019 close-out data.
· 2018:
· No input specific caveats for 2018 close-out data.
· 2017:
· No input specific caveats for 2017 close-out data.

· 2016:
· A survey using sub bottom profiling equipment recorded in blocks 52/28, 52/29, 52/30, 53/21, 53/22, 53/23, 53/26, 53/27, 53/28, 56/3 did not have exact dates for which the survey was carried out on, therefore all days between the start and end date were recorded. This is an overestimation in number of days that the survey was carried out on.
· Pile driving activity data was not input to the MNR in relation to the construction of Dudgeon offshore wind farm. Installation was carried out between April and August 2016 [footnoteRef:3]. [3:  http://dudgeonoffshorewind.co.uk/news/notice-to-mariners] 

· Unexploded ordnance disposal related to Rampion Wind Farm development carried out in 2016 is missing from the MNR.
· Missing a seismic survey carried out in Welsh inshore waters[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Up to 12 nautical miles from the coastline.] 


· 2015:
· MoD data is partial; data included is from May to December 2015.
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