
Blue Belt Programme

Using satellite surveillance to support 
compliance and enforcement
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The Blue Belt Programme
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 Estimated to cost upwards of 

$23 billion (US) each year

 Serious threat to sustainable 

fishing

 Damages the environment

 Effects socio-economic 

conditions

Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing
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Challenges

 Spatial scales

 Remoteness

 Resources/ assets

 Infrastructure

 Environment

 Dynamic threats/ fleet 

control
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 Can show vessel identity, gear 
type, speed, heading, and 
location

 A legal requirement for vessels 
of a certain size

 Can be turned off, jammed or 
spoofed.

 Doesn’t show vessel activity

Automatic Identification System (AIS)
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Risk based. Intelligence Led
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 Not reliant on vessels to install or operate 

– can detect ‘dark’ vessels’

 Covers huge areas

 False positives

 Expensive

 Cannot vessel detail

 Cannot demonstrate vessel activity

Satellite Surveillance 
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Satellite surveillance – corroborating intelligence
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Other Technology

Image credit: Scysis

Blue Belt Surveillance 
and Intelligence Hub 

(BBSIH)
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Leaving a Legacy

 Centralised hub

 Low cost, long term

 Autonomy

 Cost

 Managing data

 Road mapping

 Training


