UKTEPoP 2"d Annual Meeting: 4t" October 2018, Birmingham

Joint Nature Conservation Committee hosted the second annual ‘UK Terrestrial Evidence Partnerships of
Partnerships’ meeting on 4" October 2018 in Birmingham. The meeting was attended by representatives
from JNCC’s partnership terrestrial biodiversity surveillance schemes, as well as a wide range of policy
representation. The meeting was also attended by CEH and BTO representatives from the JNCC-initiated
cross-scheme ‘Terrestrial Surveillance Development and Analysis’ (TSDA) project, who worked with INCC
in the meeting’s development and delivery.
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Key theme: Engaging with volunteers
Across schemes, there is a challenge to increase survey coverage in sparsely recorded areas. Dawn Balmer
(BTO) presented on the ‘Upland Rovers’ approach which has been used to encourage volunteers to carry
out a Breeding Bird Survey in an under recorded area whilst on holiday in the area, with just one sample visit
being acceptable instead of the usual two. Oli Pescott (CEH, on behalf of Felicity Harris, Plantlife) then
presented on the National Plant Monitoring Scheme’s trialled approach to join up with local partners in remote
areas (e.g. National Park Authorities, National Trust), promoting the scheme to achieve the partner’'s
organisation goals. Following these presentations, Anna Robinson (JNCC) gave an overview of the
importance of volunteers to our surveillance schemes and how participation has been changing (generally
participation trends are positive, though there is some variation by scheme), before introducing the volunteer
workshop to give the opportunity to reflect on information shared and discuss further.

Key theme: ‘Looking forwards to new opportunities and country requirements’

The final theme of the day was broken down into two parts with a forward-looking nature. Firstly Gwawr Jones
(JNCC) gave an interesting talk on what we can gain from developments in Earth Observation and how it can
help showcase the power of our schemes, before the leading us into a workshop to consider the potential
linkages in more detail. Secondly, the focus moved to arising county policy requirements. Michael Pocock
(CEH) presented the TSDA review of biodiversity evidence needs, before Andy Nisbet (NE) presented policy
drivers across country agency work. Michael then shared some analysis of existing survey coverage and
asked the meeting to consider specific policy questions that need answering in the third break out workshop.



http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-7651

