MPAs

in the Maldives

Marine life in the Maldives

Marine life is closely intertwined with the country’s economy and the people’s lives.

INCREASING STRESS ON MARINE LIFE
CAN AFFECT THE MALDIVIAN ECONOMY.

Economic Importance

+ Tourism and fishing industries are the two main pillars of the
economy and they both depend on marine ecosystems.

+ Marine biodiversity-based exports account for 98% of the country’s exports.

+ 90% of the GDP is marine biodiversity based.

Social Importance
+ 60% of households’ income depends on biodiversity.
+ Two-thirds of the jobs are created through biodiversity-based sectors.
+ Ensure sustainability of marine food resources for locals.

What is an MPA?

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are a recognized, dedicated and
managed area, aiming to achieve the long-term conservation of g
nature and cultural values. i
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How MPAs help protect marine life?

MPAs help rebuild - protect - sustain
fishing, tourism and other biodiversity-based sectors,
by using human activity management to create a buffer to the
pressures facing marine ecosystems. This creates healthy
habitats for marine life, enabling fish and other marine species to
grow and breed freely and ultimately restoring the balance of the
ecosystem,

Famous MPAs in the Maldives

One of the largest aggregations
of manta rays in the world

Alarge whale shark aggregation site.

A famous grouper spawning
aggregation site.

Q There are many MPAs in ves protecting and pr ing marine life from various
threats, and I be introduced in the near future.
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