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Summary

Under the UK Marine Strategy (UK MS) the UK is required to determine and measure the
status of the health of its seas. For this, specific indicators are used for different ecosystem
components to measure and assess progress. Data used for the calculation of cetacean
indicator assessments originate from a series of discrete monitoring programmes carried out
by a number of organisations, none of which were specifically set-up to fulfil the
requirements of the UK MS assessments. The data landscape underpinning the UK MS
indicator assessments is therefore complex and the risk of duplication of effort and
underutilisation of data resources great. This piece of work aims to follow and depict the flow
of data from monitoring programmes to the indicator assessments, with the goal of
highlighting areas where the flow of data could be streamlined, improved or, in the case of
missing data links, created. We have outlined issues that could impact the efficiency and
quality of the indicator assessments and made recommendations on how to address them.

This Annex (JNCC Report No. 713B) includes the dataflow diagrams for each of the
cetacean UK MS indicators. Supporting technical notes describing these dataflow diagrams
are provided in the main report (JNCC Report No. 713A).



JNCC Report No. 713B

Abundance and

distribution of

OSPAR cetaceans other
than coastal

bottlenose dolphins

assessment

LEGEND T
OSPAR Marine
Mammal Expert
Dataset or Data flow
> G OMMEG
database snapshot e )
Web-feature service «
Internal database !
Cetacean MS assessment
Habitat features . istrib ot
distribution
m Detaflow (Seabed slope, depth, ) " Species Modelled species density : o
: Licenced data N Indicator Lead distribution Indicator Lead
Public distance to coast, model maps
Database latitude and longitude)
___Notrealised ____, >
data flow
— Cetacean
Monitoring Historical bund
programme/project/data dlst ogca abundance
collection activity ata flow Sighting
data . > Abundance estimates
analysis
Data owner or . ) Norwegian and QC
transformer fo'amelglari;lnstltute Independent Line Transect Surveys
Portal Report QMarine Researc (Minke whale sightings)(NILS, 2015)
Small cetacean
. . L ObSERVE Programme, Department of the
Data that is not Iaasr:fnz'\éi:gi sightings Aerial and Acoustic EnvirF:)nment Climate
Indicator currf:nt!y used in X North Atlantic Sightings Surveys (NASS) Group (OMMEG) surveys for Cetaceans in C
indicator T&Zr’i“n"e"a::?n":lc includes fin, minke, humpback, blue, sei, sperm, Republic of Ireland and Communication:

long-finned pilot, northern bottlenose whales,
hite-beaked and white-sided dolphins sightings

Commission

*Additional partner institutions are listed in accompanying technical notes.
**The main organisation carrying out the indicator assessment varies between years, to denote
this variability 'Indicator lead' has been used to describe the data owner or transformer.
A Potential JCDP Data custodians are listed on the JNCC website
(https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/jcdp-contributors/).

SCANS/CODA datasets
(requestable)

e
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
]

Photo ID Data Stranding Data

e IN DEVELOPMENT = = = = = 1
'Operational C 1s at Sea datab !
Joint Cetacean Data Programme :

University of St

Andrews

.g. Hebridean Whale and Dolphin Trusf
(HWDT), University of St Andrews, University
of Aberdeen Lighthouse, Whale and Dolphin
Conservation (WDC) etc.

E.g. UK Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programme,

Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme Effort-related cetacean

sightings data
A

Small cetacean
sightings

SCANS, SCANS Il & Il (2002, 2013, Cetacean Offshore Distribution and

2017) . ;
Data from Institutions and Small Cetacean Abundance in the North Abundancegc;giE;(;ggean Attantic
Government Partnership Sea ( » ) Data

projects

custodian®

University of St
Andrews

University of St
Andrews

E.g. Collaborative Oceanography and Monitoring for Protected
Areas and Species (COMPASS), Marine Protected Area Management and Monitoring (marPAMM),
Passive Acoustic Monitoring Schemes, Marine Acoustics NERC Knowledge Exchange
Innovation Placement, East Coast Marine Mammal Acoustic Study (ECOMMAS)

Sea Mammal
Research Unit
(SMRU)

Sea Mammal
Research Unit
(SMRU)

National Recording

Schemes, Societies

and Citizen Science Industry Data
programmes

Data from Non-
Governmental
Organisations

Partner Partner
institutions from
supporting
ountries™

institutions from
supporting
ountries™

.g. JNCC's Volunteer
Seabirds at Sea, The Sea E.g. Wet Renewables
Watch Fondation Sightings Sector
etwork, ShoreWatch

E.g. ORCA, WDC, HWDT, Cetacean
Research and Rescue Unit (CRRU)

Figure 1. Diagram depicting the flow of data for the indicator ‘Abundance and distribution of cetaceans other than coastal bottlenose dolphins’.
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Figure 2. Diagram depicting the flow of data for the indicator ‘Abundance and distribution of coastal bottlenose dolphins’.
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Figure 3. Diagram depicting the flow of data for the indicator ‘Harbour porpoise bycatch’ which is to be renamed ‘Marine mammal bycatch’.
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