
Herring Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull Natural and Urban Breeding 
Occupancy for Habitats Regulations Reporting 2019–2024

JNCC 

January 2026 



For further information please contact: 
JNCC, Quay House, 2 East Station Road, Fletton Quays, Peterborough PE2 8YY 
https://jncc.gov.uk/ 
Communications@jncc.gov.uk 

This document should be cited as: 
JNCC. 2026. Herring Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull Natural and Urban Breeding 
Occupancy for the Habitats Regulations Reporting Period 2019–2024. 
https://jncc.gov.uk/resources/991f5284-359e-4a5b-aa56-10e1ed7143fb 

This document is compliant with JNCC’s Evidence Quality Assurance Policy 
https://jncc.gov.uk/about-jncc/corporate-information/evidence-quality-assurance/ 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the information in this resource is complete, 
accurate and up-to-date, JNCC is not liable for any errors or omissions in the information 
and shall not be liable for any loss, injury or damage of any kind caused by its use. 
Whenever possible, JNCC will act on any inaccuracies that are brought to its attention and 
endeavour to correct them in subsequent versions of the resource, but cannot guarantee the 
continued supply of the information. 

This resource and any accompanying material (e.g. maps, data, images) is published by 
JNCC under the Open Government Licence (OGLv3.0 for public sector information), unless 
otherwise stated. Note that some images [maps, tables] may not be copyright JNCC; please 
check sources for conditions of re-use. 

The views and recommendations presented in this resource do not necessarily reflect the 
views and policies of JNCC. 

https://jncc.gov.uk/
mailto:communications@jncc.gov.uk
https://jncc.gov.uk/about-jncc/corporate-information/evidence-quality-assurance/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/


Contents

Summary ........................................................................................................................... 1 

Herring Gull .................................................................................................................... 2 

Lesser Black-backed Gull .............................................................................................. 3 

References ........................................................................................................................ 4 



Summary 

This document presents a visual summary of the natural and urban breeding occupancy of 
Herring Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull in the UK. Distribution maps were derived from 
the Seabirds Count census of Britain and Ireland undertaken between 2015–2021 (Burnell et 
al. 2023). Distribution is mapped at a 10 km2 resolution.  

Distribution is colour-coded as follows. 

• Green squares: Natural breeding areas (coastal and inland)

• Black squares: Urban breeding areas (nests on human-made structures)

• Blue squares: Areas with a combination of natural and urban nesting sites
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