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• The RSPB’s Priorities & Approach 

 

• Tristan da Cunha 

 

• Global Seabird Programme: 

• Tracking Database 

• Albatross Task Force 

 

• Island Restorations 
 



RSPB Priorities & Approach 





Tristan da Cunha 
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GLOBAL 
SEABIRD  
PROGRAMME 



2.3 million data points, 9000 tracks, 255 datasets, covering 46 species:  

www.seabirdtracking.org  

Now: Extension to penguins. Future: Duke Uni version open to all seabirds 

Tracking Ocean Wanderers Database 

http://www.seabirdtracking.org/


  

 

 



Phase 1 Phase 2 

Albatross Task Force 

Phase 3 





ATF - successes to date 

o 90% reduction in seabird 
bycatch in Chilean 
swordfish fishery 

o 99% reduction in 
albatross bycatch in 
South Africa trawl 
fishery 

 

o Similar trends emerging 
in Brazil and Namibia 

  
 



Island 
Restorations 



DEFRA PROJECT: PRIORITISING INVASIVE 
ALIEN VERTEBRATE ERADICATIONS 

Analysis and outcomes 
 

2,499 islands were included in the analysis from across all the island Territories 

 • 85 invasive terrestrial vertebrates were found 

 • Invasive vertebrates are having a negative impact on 191 islands 

 • 216 native and endemic vertebrate species could potentially benefit 

 from island restoration 

 

Islands were ranked according to the conservation value of an eradication, 
worked out through a calculation of: 

 - Uniqueness 

 - Vulnerability 

 - Feasibility of eradication 

 - Reinvasion threat 



Rank Island OT 
Invasive Species 

to be removed 

Eg of native species 

that could benefit 

1 Gough Tristan da Cunha Mice Tristan albatross 

6 = Tristan da Cunha Tristan da Cunha Mice, rats, sheep 
Atlantic petrel, Atlantic 

yellow-nosed albatross 

11 South Georgia SGSSI Rats, mice 
White-chinned petrel, 

other breeding seabirds 

16 New Falkland Islands 
Rats, cats, mice, 

rabbits 
Many breeding seabirds 

20 Ascension Ascension 
Rats, mice, rabbits, 

sheep, donkeys 

ASI Frigatebird, other 

breeding seabirds 

South Atlantic Islands in the Top 25  

OT island restoration priorities 
 



Restoring a UK World Heritage Site: 

Gough Island 



 

Thank you 


