
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JNCC Report 
No. 712B 

 
 
 
 
 

Mapping the flow of data from monitoring programmes into  
UK Marine Strategy indicators for benthic habitats 

Annex: Dataflow diagrams 
 
 
 
 

Nadescha Zwerschke1, Yessica Griffiths1, Karen Webb1, Eleonora Manca1  
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

© JNCC, Peterborough 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSN 0963 8091 
 
 
 
 



 

 

JNCC’s report series serves as a record of the work undertaken or commissioned by JNCC. 
The series also helps us to share, and promote the use of, our work and to develop future 
collaborations.  

For further information on JNCC’s report series please contact: 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
Monkstone House 
City Road 
Peterborough  PE1 1JY 
https://jncc.gov.uk/ 
Communications@jncc.gov.uk 

 

 

This report was produced by JNCC through a Defra-funded project. 

This report should be cited as: 
Zwerschke, N., Griffiths, Y., Webb, K. & Manca, E. 2022. Mapping the flow of data from 
monitoring programmes into UK Marine Strategy indicators for benthic habitats. Annex: 
Dataflow diagrams. JNCC Report No. 712B, JNCC, Peterborough, ISSN 0963-8091. 
https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/43e4c894-8b35-4aed-b0e0-af3846caed99  

Author affiliations: 
 1 JNCC, Monkstone House, City Road, Peterborough, PE1 1JY 

Acknowledgments: 
The authors would like to thank representatives of the Biodiversity Data and Information 
Group (BioDIG), an expert group of the UK Marine Monitoring and Assessment Strategy 
(UKMMAS) Healthy & Biologically Diverse Seas Evidence Group (HBDSEG), for providing 
expert technical input and review of the dataflow diagrams and technical notes. 

The authors would also like to thank individual statutory bodies for providing invaluable 
information on their processes for publishing datasets.   

Evidence Quality Assurance: 
This report is compliant with JNCC’s Evidence Quality Assurance Policy 
https://jncc.gov.uk/about-jncc/corporate-information/evidence-quality-assurance/ 

The views and recommendations presented in this report do not necessarily reflect the views 
and policies of JNCC. 

https://jncc.gov.uk/
mailto:Communications@jncc.gov.uk
https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/43e4c894-8b35-4aed-b0e0-af3846caed99
https://jncc.gov.uk/about-jncc/corporate-information/evidence-quality-assurance/


Summary 
Under the UK Marine Strategy (UK MS) the UK is required to determine and measure the 
status of the health of its seas. For this, specific indicators are used for different ecosystem 
components to measure and assess progress. Data used for the calculation of benthic 
habitat indicator assessments originate from a series of monitoring programmes carried out 
by a number of organisations. Most of these programmes operate on a localised basis and 
contribute towards multiple local and national assessment obligations. The data landscape 
underpinning the UK MS indicator assessments is therefore complex and the risk of 
duplication of effort and underutilisation of data resources great. This piece of work aims to 
follow and depict the flow of data from monitoring programmes to the indicator assessments, 
with the goal of highlighting areas where the flow of data could be streamlined, improved or, 
in the case of missing data links, created. This report was created in close collaboration with 
the UK statutory environmental bodies and showcases a momentary snapshot of the current 
statutory UK benthic data landscape. We have outlined issues that could impact the 
efficiency and quality of the indicator assessments and made recommendations on how to 
address them. 

This Annex (JNCC Report No. 712B) includes the dataflow diagrams for two of the benthic 
habitat UK MS indicators. Supporting technical notes describing these dataflow diagrams are 
provided in the main report (JNCC Report No. 712A). 
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1 Indicator dataflow diagrams 

 

Figure 1. Diagram depicting the flow of data for the indicator ‘Extent of physical damage to predominant and special habitats (BH3)’.  
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Figure 2. Diagram 1 of 2 depicting the flow of data for the indicator ‘Potential physical loss of predicted seafloor habitats’. 
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Figure 3. Diagram 2 of 2 depicting the flow of data for the indicator ‘Potential physical loss of predicted seafloor habitats’ and the calculation of pressures. 
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2 Supplementary dataflow diagrams 
Supporting dataflows and technical notes have been created for some of the composite data products regularly used in the previously mapped UK MS indicator assessments. Not all composite products have been 
mapped, only those which were considered key in providing detail on the source and pathway of benthic data. The pertinence of these composite products may differ between benthic indicators and as indicators are 
further developed. The UK benthic monitoring dataflow aims to capture the complete UK benthic monitoring data landscape and, although likely to be subject to change, is applicable to all benthic indicator 
assessments. 

 

Figure 4. Diagram depicting the flow of data into the OSPAR threatened and/or declining habitats product.  
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Figure 5. Diagram showing the flow of data into the Annex 1 Reef Habitat product. 
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Figure 6. Diagram showing the flow of UK Benthic Monitoring Data. 
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