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JNCC feedback on fisheries restriction zone proposals for 
Bassurelle Sandbank SAC (May 2016) 

 
Following a stakeholder workshop in May 2016, a revised fisheries restriction zone proposal 
was produced for Bassurelle Sandbank SAC. The proposal is to restrict demersal trawls and 
dredges across a proportion of the site (see Figure 1).  
 
 
Summary Feedback 
JNCC conclude that the proposal as currently drafted would reduce the risk of not achieving 
the conservation objective for the site.  
 
Annex I sandbank 
The proposal as currently drafted includes approximately 61% of the area to be managed as 
Annex I sandbank. Particle Size Analysis (PSA) of grab samples from a 2013 survey within 
the site identified two broadscale habitats (Subtidal coarse sediment and Subtidal sand) 
associated with the Annex I sandbank feature. Examples of both sediment types are 
included within the proposed fisheries restriction zone (see Figure 2).  
 
The draft proposal is for a closure to demersal trawls and dredges within the restriction zone, 
with the use of demersal seines and demersal static gears permitted. While demersal seines 
may impact the structure and function of sedimentary habitats and the long term survival of 
their associated species, they lack the heavier gear components of other demersal towed 
gears, such as otter doors and trawl shoes (Suuronen et al. 2012; Donaldson et al. 2010), so 
the risk of impact to may be lower. It is unlikely that demersal static gears will have a 
significant effect on the long-term natural distribution Annex I sandbank, or on the structure 
and function of its associated biological communities. 
 
 

Points for further consideration 
 The proposed fisheries restriction zone broadly covers the range of habitat types 

associated with the Annex I sandbank. However, coverage of Subtidal coarse sediments 
in deeper areas of the site, away from the crest of the bank, is relatively lower (as shown 
in Figure 2).  
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Figure 1: Draft proposal for restrictions in Bassurelle Sandbank SAC 
 

 
Figure 2: 2013 PSA records for Subtidal coarse sediments and Subtidal sand 
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