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JNCC feedback on fisheries restriction zone proposals for Wight-
Barfleur Reef SAC (April 2016) 

 
 
Following a stakeholder workshop in May 2016, no change was made to the proposal for 
fisheries management measures within Wight-Barfleur SAC. The proposal is to restrict all 
demersal towed gears across the site (see Figure 1).  
 
Summary Feedback 
JNCC conclude that the proposal as currently drafted would reduce the risk of not achieving 
the conservation objective of the site.  
 
Area to be managed as Annex I reef   
The draft proposal restricts activity with demersal towed gears across the entire mapped 
area to be managed as Annex I reef and thus reduces the risk to the feature to a low level. 
While there would be no restriction on demersal static gears, available evidence indicates 
that, at current levels, fishing with demersal static gears would not pose a significant risk to 
the feature and thus would not require additional management. Although the individual 
impact of a single fishing operation may be small, cumulative effects may pose a greater 
risk. As such, if further research/monitoring indicated that static gears were having an 
adverse impact on the feature’s condition, additional management measures may need to be 
considered in the future.  
 
 

 
 
Figure 1: Draft proposal for restrictions in Wight-Barfleur Reef SAC 


