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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Scope and purpose of the bibliography.

This bibliography is one of a series produced by the Nature
Conservancy Council's Chief Scientist's Directorate covering
major coastal habitats. These bibliographies are each linked
to a strategic survey of the habitat that they cover. This
bibliography has been produced as part of the Sand Dune Survey
of Great Britain, whose main purpose is to produce an
inventory of British dune vegetation using the National
Vegetation Classification. As a result the main emphasis of
this bibliography is on descriptive studies of dune systems,
with particular concentration on botanical work and on British

sites.

It is however impossible to understand dune vegetation without
considering the ecology of dune plants, the physical structure
of dunes, the dynamics of their formation and change, their
fauna and their use and abuse by man. It is also difficult to
fully appreciate the dunes of Britain without some reference
to those of other countries, especially those of north western
Europe. Consequently these topics are all covered in the

bibliography.

The sand dune survey of Great Britain and this bibliography
are both intended to assist the conservation work of the
Nature Conservancy Council (NCC). For this reason references
dealing with land use planning, pressures on sand dunes,
destruction of sand dunes and their management for recreation
and conservation are all included. There is also a section of
general references, which is intended to help the general
reader, those new to the subject and those seeking a way into
the literature of aspects of the subject not covered in detail

by this work.

.

The main part of this work consists of lists of references
that are grouped by main topic. It also contains a guide to
the site reports produced by the Sand Dune Survey of Great
Britain and a summary of major sources of unpublished
botanical information on sand dunes in Britain.

1.2 A guide to the results of the sand dune survey.

At the time of going to press this survey was still in
progress. A considerable number of site reports have however
been produced and more are in press. These reports all contain
a vegetation map, a list of the National Vegetation
Classification communities, the gquadrat data, additional
information in the form of target notes and some general
information on the location, type, use and management of the
site. Site reports have been produced in two Nature
Conservancy Council report series; Contract Surveys and Chief
Scientist's Directorate Contract Reports. Those published as
Contract Surveys contain fairly full descriptions of the sites
and their vegetation and also describe local variations in the
vegetation types that are not covered by the National
Vegetation Classification. Some of those published in the



Contract Reports serles omit the information on local

variations in thg vegetation types and contain only very brief
descriptive sections.

A list of reports published in, or in preparation for, the
Contract Surveys series up to 1st. August 1990 is given in
table 1. A list of those published in, or in preparation for,
Chief Scientist's Directorate Contract Reports up to the same
date is given in table 2.

A number of sites have been surveyed, but have yet to be
written up. A list of these is given in table 3. The completed
reports for these sites should be published over the next
year.

At the end of the survey it is intended to publish the overall
results of the survey in the form of three reports covering
England, Wales and Scotland. The report for England is
scheduled for completion by April of 1991 and should be
published in the NCC's Research and Survey series. The timing
and method of publication of the other two country reports are
somewhat uncertain due to the impending break-up of the Nature
Conservancy Council.

1.3 Some major unpublished sources of botanical
information on British sand dunes.

One of the biggest sets of unpublished survey data is the
habitat lists and vegetation maps prepared by NCC regional
staff before notifying or re-notifying sites of special
scientific interest (SSSI's). These surveys are held in
regional offices and consist of a colour-coded habitat map and
a brief description of each of the major habitat types.

Most of the NCC's National Nature Reserves now have management
plans and these contain descriptive chapters dealing with the
vegetation and other interest of the reserve. Management plans
are held in NCC regional offices and by reserve wardens.

The Geological Conservation Review team of the NCC have
reviewed the geomorphological interest of British sand dunes,
along with other coastal formations. The results of this
review will eventually be published in two volumes of the
Geological Conservation Review series. One volume will cover
the coastal geomorphology of Scotland, the other that of
Fngland and Wales. Each will contain descriptions of key
coastal sites and an assessment of their scientific interest.

The National Trust's nature conservation advisory team, based
in Cirencester, have produced biological surveys of nearly all
the sand dune systems in their ownership or management. These
include habitat maps,vegetation descriptions,lists of plant

species, information on the fauna and a summary of the
management.

1.4 Arrangement of the references.

In this bibliography the references are divided into sections

ro
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according to the main topic that they deal with. Inevitably
some references cover more than one and this has been dealt
with in two ways; Publications covering a wide range of topics
such as reviews or general textbooks are listed in a separate
section, whilst a few more specialised works which clearly
have two main themes are listed under both. Despite these
measures the user with an interest in one topic will still
find references of interest in other sections. For example,
somecone interested in scrub control would be well advised to
look under grazing and under general management as well.

The references have been divided into five main sections;

1.Reviews and general publications.

The content of this section is largely self explanatory.
General readers and those new to the subject are advised
to start with this section.

2.Descriptive studies.

This section contains the greatest number of references
and is central to the main function of the bibliography,
which is to form part of a strategic survey of the sand
dune habitat in Great Britain. Users wishing to find
descriptive information about particular sites or species
should start here. Because of the size of this section it
has been subdivided into six parts covering general
studies, vegetation and flora, fauna, studies of the
physical environment, land use history and monitoring.
The general section contains those references which cover
a range of disciplines. Readers interested in descriptive
studies should also look at the lists of sand dune survey
site reports and the information on unpublished
information given above.

3.Studies of function and process.

References which attempt to explain some aspect of the
mechanisms that create, maintain and change the sand dune
ecosystem are listed in this section. They are divided
into two parts, one dealing with ecological and
physiological work, the other with studies of physical
processes. It should be noted that many of these
references also contain descriptive information.

4.Pressures and threats.

The range of topics covered in this section includes
studies of the impact of development proposals and of
various types of land use. It also includes descriptive
papers dealing with potentially damaging forms of dune
management such as afforestation. A few papers dealing
with development planning in response to pressure are
included here.

5.Management and conservation.

The references listed in this section are those likely to
be of use to readers with an interest in the management
of dune systems for nature conservation and for public
amenity.This is an extremely broad subject and the
references have been divided into five parts. These cover

iA
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grazing, recreation and access, erosion control, general
management and scrub control. The general management
section includes references dealing with integrated site
management, those dealing with other topics such as the
management of rare species and those dealing with
planning processes specifically designed to ensure dune
conservation.

Within each part of the bibliography the references are listed
alphabetically by first author.



Table 1. List of sand dune survey site reports publised in the
Contract Surveys series (To 1/8/90).

Contract

Site name surveys No.

Haverigg Haws, Cumbria 10
Sandscale Haws, Cumbria 11
Silloth to Maryport Dunes, Cumbria 12
Penhale Dunes, Cornwall 13
Holywell Dunes, Cornwall 22
North Walney, Cumbria 24
Gwithian to Mexico Towans, Cornwall 25
Drigg Dunes, Cumbria 26
Constantine Bay, Cornwall 27
Fistral and Crantock Dunes, Cornwall 28
Godrevy Towans, Cornwall 29
Lelant Dunes, Cornwall 31
Dunnet, Caithness 38
Sheigra to Oldshoremore, Sutherland 39
An Fharaid, Sutherland 40
Sandside Bay, Caithness 41
Eskmeals Dunes, Cumbria 44
Ross Links, Northumberland 45
Lindisfarne, Northumberland 46
Cleethorpes to Humberstone, Humberside 47
South Walney, Cumbria 49
Rock Dunes, Cornwall 50
Bamburgh to Seahouses, Northumberland 51
Embleton Bay, Northumberland 52
Alnmouth Town Dunes, Howdiemont and Sugar

Sands, Northumberland 53
Beadnell to Newton Dunes, Northumberland 54
North Northumberland Coast 55
Alnmouth Dunes, Northumberland 56
Seahouses to Beadnell Dunes, Northumberland 57
Druridge Bay, Northumberland 58
Lynemouth, North Seaton and Cambois Dunes,
Northumberland 59
Newbiggin, Northumberland 62
Amble to Hauxley, Northumberland 63
Warkworth Dunes, Northumberland 65
Hart Warren and Crimdon Dene, Cleveland 66
Blyth to Seaton Sluice, Tyne and Wear 67
North Lincolnshire Coast Dunes 68
Tees Bay Dunes, Cleveland 80
North Humberside Dunes 81
Skegness to Sutton-on-Sea, Lincolnshire 82
Sker Point Dunes, Pyle and Kenfig Golf Course

Dunes and Waterstreet Dunes, Mid Glamorgan 90
Merthyr Mawr, Mid Glamorgan 91
Margam Burrows, West Glamorgan 92
Baglan Burrows, West Glamorgan 93
Crymlyn Burrows, West Glamorgan 96
Black Pill to Bryn Mill, West Glamorgan 97
Oxwich, Nicholaston, Penmaen and Pennard

Burrows, West Glamorgan : 98

Port-Eynon to Horton, West Glamoergan 99



Table 1. Continued.

Contract
Site Name Survey No.
Hillend, Llangennith, Broughton, Delvid
and Hills Burrows, West Glamorgan 100
Whiteford Burrows, West Glamorgan 101
Pembrey Coast, Llanelli 102
Vatersay, Western Isles 103
Uidh, Western Isles 104
Tangusdale, Western Isles 105
Borve, Western Isles 106
Allasdale, Western Isles 107
Cleat, Western Isles 108
Foligarry, Western Isles 109
Fudhay, Western Isles 110
Kilpheder, Western Isles 111
Howbeg, Western Isles 112
Howmore, Western Isles 113
Drimsdale, Western Isles 114
Stilligarry, Western Isles 115
Middlequater, Western Isles 116
Sollas, Western Isles 117
Aird a Bhorrain, Western Isles 118
Hunstanton and Holme Dunes, Norfolk 119
Scolt Head Island, Norfolk 121

Winterton Dunes, Norfolk 124



Table 2. Sand dune survey site reports published in the CSD
Contract Reports series (To 1/8/90).

Contract
Site Name Report No.
Morrich More, Ross and Cromarty 915
Kenfig Pool and Dunes, Mid Glamorgan 916
Sefton Coast, Merseyside 917
South Wales Dune Survey, Regional Report 1079
Yarmouth North Denes, Norfolk 1091
Camber Sands, East Sussex 1107
Thornham, Titchwell and Brancaster, Norfolk 1108
Holkham Dunes, Norfolk 1109
Pagham Beach, West Sussex 1111
Blakeney Point, Norfolk 1112

Hayling Island Dunes, Hampshire 1114



Table 3. Sand dune survey site reports in preparation as at
1/8/90.

Site Name

St. Helen's Duver, Isle of Wight
Fast Head, West Sussex

Climping Beach, West Sussex
Romney Warren, Kent

Studland, Dorset

Torrs Warren, Dumfries and Galloway
Troon, Kyle and Carrick
Turnberry, Kyle and Carrick
Killinallan, Islay

Ardnave, Islay

LLaggan Bay, Islay

Dawlish Warren, Devon

South Cornwall Dunes

Berrow Dunes, Somerset

Weston Dunes, Avon

Braunton Burrows, Devon

Northam Burrows, Devon

Instow Sands, Devon

Croyde Bay, Devon

Woolacombe Warren, Devon

Isles of Scilly Dunes, Cornwall
Saltfleet Dunes, Lincolnshire
Wirral Dunes, Merseyside

Grune Point, Cumbria

Foveran Links, Gordon

Loch of Strathbeg Dunes, Banff and Buchan
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