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Amendment to the boundary of Haig Fras  
Site of Community Importance (SCI) 

 
 
Background to site 

The UK submitted the Haig Fras candidate SAC to the European Commission (EC) 

in 2008 for the protection of Annex I habitat ‘Reef’; the EC confirmed the site as a 

Site of Community Importance (SCI) in 2009. The original boundary (Figure 1) has 

recently been amended to reflect our improved knowledge of the site. 

Reasons for boundary amendment 

JNCC reviewed data collected since 2008 and concluded that the original boundary 

was no longer appropriate since the information shows the reef feature extends 

outside the SCI. Data collected from commercial fishing vessels (Olex bathymetry 

data) indicated reef habitat extended south of the existing site boundary. JNCC 

arranged for further survey work of the area, in 2011 and 2012, to get additional 

information for the Haig Fras SCI itself, together with data outside of the site 

boundary (Barrio Froján et al., 2015, Figure 2). These data show the reef feature 

extending outside of the original SCI boundary to the south. JNCC concluded that 

the boundary of the current SCI should be amended to reflect the evidence on the 

presence and extent of the Annex I reef feature.   

 

JNCC constructed a revised site boundary for the SCI to enclose the minimum area 

necessary to ensure protection of the reef feature, closely following the known extent 

of the habitat feature (Figure 3). The approach took full note of JNCC’s marine SAC 

boundary definition guidelines (JNCC, 2012). The proposed change in site boundary 

prompted a review of the conservation objective for the Annex I reef feature, taking 

into account recent data on human activities. JNCC concluded the conservation 

objective should remain as ‘Restore to Favourable Condition’.  
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Figure 1: Original boundary of Haig Fras cSAC 
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Figure 2: Revised habitat map from recent surveys of Haig Fras. 
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Figure 3: Amended boundary of Haig Fras cSAC/SCI (July 2015) 
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