




Oceanography 

Sea temperature range 19-24◦ C 



Changes ahead 

• Airport to open, St 
Helena to be 
marketed as a 
“Green Island” 

• Recreationally 
biggest draw diving 
and sportsfishing 

• Commercial 
expansion – 
fisheries one of the 
development areas 

 



RESEARCH 

• Globally important biodiversity 
• Gathering species and habitat inventories 
• Collecting baseline data 
• Monitoring 

Current research 
• Marine biodiversity studies 
• Marine habitat mapping 
• Seabird work 
• Whale sharks 
• Marine sightings scheme 

 



FISHERIES – Inshore and offshore 
 
MARINE TOURISM 
 
WASTE/POLLUTION 
 
CONSTRUCTION/MINERAL EXTRACTION 
 
SPECIES/AREA SPECIFIC 



Environmental Protection Ordinance 

• Species protection 

• Research licences 

• Waste management 

http://echinoderms.lifedesks.org/node/1063


Current protection 



Protection of wrecks and marine 
archaeological heritage Ordinance 



Dive 
tourism 



Environmental policy for whale shark (Rhincodon 
typus), Devil ray (Mobula trabaculata) and cetacean 

interaction activities on St. Helena Island to minimise 
risk of injury and disturbance  

Policy covers : Maximum interaction time and people, approach distances,  photography 



Environmental policy for planning 
underwater blasting activities on St. 

Helena Island to minimise risk of injury 
and disturbance to marine life 

 



• A key asset of St. Helena’s marine environment is resident and 
migratory cetacean populations.  

 

• There are a growing number of potential coastal 
developments which have the potential to impact the marine 
environment during construction.  

Policy covers : Pre blast requirements, Procedures during blasting 
Mitigation methods to be used, When blasting will be stopped 



Construction 



Mineral exploitation 
• Sand extraction 
• Beetle stones 
• Offshore mineral extraction 

 

0 

500 

1000 

1500 

2000 

2500 

3000 

3500 

4000 

1
9
8
6
/8

7
 

1
9
8
7
/8

8
 

1
9
8
8
/8

9
 

1
9
8
9
/9

0
 

1
9
9
0
/9

1
 

1
9
9
1
/9

2
 

1
9
9
2
/9

3
 

1
9
9
3
/9

4
 

1
9
9
4
/9

5
 

1
9
9
5
/9

6
 

1
9
9
6
/9

7
 

1
9
9
7
/9

8
 

1
9
9
8
/9

9
 

1
9
9
9
/0

0
 

2
0
0
0
/0

1
 

2
0
0
1
/0

2
 

2
0
0
2
/0

3
 

2
0
0
3
/0

4
 

2
0
0
4
/0

5
 

2
0
0
5
/0

6
 

2
0
0
6
/0

7
 

2
0
0
7
/0

8
 

2
0
0
8
/0

9
 

2
0
0
9
/1

0
 

2
0
1
0
/1

1
 

2
0
1
1
/1

2
 

2
0
1
2
/1

3
 

A
m

o
u

n
t 

o
f 

s
a
n

d
 p

u
m

p
e
d

/y
a
rd

s
 

Financial Year 

Sand extraction in James Bay near West rocks  



• Harbours Ordinance 2001  
• No person to remove sand etc. without permission 
• 18. (1) Any person who takes or removes or causes to be taken or 

removed any sand, stone or gravel, from any beach or any part of the ocean 
floor, within any of the Harbours described in subregulation (2), without the 
permission in writing of the Chief Secretary first had and obtained, shall be 
guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a penalty not exceeding £100. 

•  (2) The Harbours referred to in subregulation (1) are— 
• (a) James Bay Harbour, being the area on the landward or South-Eastern side 

of a straight line drawn between Mundens Point (approximately one hundred 
metres due North of the Wharf Landing Steps) and the northernmost point on 
West Rocks. 

• (b) Ruperts Bay Harbour, being the area lying on the landward or South-
Eastern side of a straight line drawn between the most Westerly point on the 
headland to the North-East of Ruperts Bay and the most Northerly point of the 
headland to the South-West of Ruperts Bay. 

•  (3) Any permission granted under subregulation (1) may be given 
subject to conditions affecting the quantity of and manner in which such 
materials may be taken or removed, and further subject to payment of such fee 
as the Chief Secretary may specify therein. 
 

Mineral exploitation 



Fisheries 

• Recreational fishing 

• Sportsfishing 

• Inshore commercial 
fishing 

• Development of 
offshore 
commercial fishing 

 



 



Seamounts 



Protecting 
species/areas 

- endemics 

• Crustaceans 

• Molluscs 

• Cnidarians 

• Echinoderms 

• Fish 

 

 



Protecting 
species/areas 

- seabirds 

• 8 breeding seabird species 

• Potentially endemic species 
of storm petrel 

• Important populations of red 
billed trophic bird 

• Currently no regulations for 
seabird conservation with 
regard to fisheries 

 



Nature Conservation Areas 
 – Inshore Islands 

• Biosecurity regulations 

• Restrictions on landing (Egg, Speery, Shore and George 
islands) 

• Boating restrictions 

• Requirement for research permits 

• Development restrictions 

 



Protecting areas 
 

• Sand 

• Cobble 

• Bedrock 

• Ledges 

• Egg Island, Speery Island 

• Lots Wife Ponds 

 







 



Group discussions 
 FISHERIES RELATED – inshore and offshore 
• Ban on bottom trawling within territorial sea 
• Ban on use of nets 
• Sportsfishing (angling and pelagic spearfishing) –licence criteria  
• Size restrictions on inshore fish species, bag limits 

 
 MARINE TOURISM RELATED 
• Interaction guidelines for marine tourism (whale shark policy) 
• Dive tourism regulations 

 
 WASTE/POLLUTION RELATED 
• Regulations governing creation of artificial reefs 
• Management of sewage outfalls into Jamesbay and Ruperts – direct sewage output into the sea. 
• Fuel transfer at sea (for yachts etc not in a bonded fuel tank) 
• Sullage 

 
 CONSTRUCTION/ MINERAL EXTRACTION RELATED 
• Construction regulations including underwater blasting policy 
• Limits on sand extraction. Closed areas for sand extraction  
• Mineral extraction in the deep sea – limits/area restrictions/total ban 
 
 SPECIES/AREA SPECIFIC RELATED 
• Species specific protection – eg endemics, rare species, sea turtle breeding grounds 
• Area protection – Egg and Speery Island, also potentially percent of different habitat types eg sand is home to 

endemic silver eel 
• Seabird areas of special note – eg Egg Island for the storm petrels, Great stone top, Speery Island 
• Lots Wife Ponds as a protected area? 

 



Thankyou 
Any Questions? 


